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A belief that ultimate truths could only be known
in this way became firmly embedded in the Hebrew
mind.

In process of time there were born to the race
others like Moses, with a keener moral sense than
their fellows and exceptional powers of mind. They
reached conclusions which lay beyond those which
Moses had reached. They proclaimed that the God
of Israel as revealed in the Pentateuch could not
really be satisfied by exact and punctual perform-
ance of the ritual prescribed in its pages. He could
only be satisfied by the just and righteous dealing of
one man with another, of the right treatment of the
weak by the strong. They also began to see and to
say that such a God as Moses described could not be
merely the God of the Hebrews. He must be the only
God, the God of the whole universe, the God of the
Gentiles as well as of the Jews. Their teaching was
recognised by the conscience of many who heard it
as true. But these prophets themselves were by no
means immune from the powerful influence of tradi-
tion. So clear were these great ideas to their minds
that they thought and said that God himself had
told them these truths. They themselves were merely
the mouthpiece of oracles. When their teaching was
placed on record by themselves or others, it claimed
to rank as an oracle or message from God. In course
of time the books of the prophets were subject to the
same psychological influence as the books of the law,
the books which claimed to record the teaching of
Moses. The books of the prophets were presently
ranked as the word of God.

In this way grew the idea that men cannot find
for themselves the truths without which they cannot
govern their conduct through life. They can only
know these truths in so far as God himself chooses
to reveal them through the minds and mouths of
selected teachers.